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Foreword

Starting last yeay、 our kinderga『ten began reseaych 噸th the the『ne

Children、s inqU1γmg rnind and usability in life. This is the second

annual publication in this series.

In oyderto accomplish this reseaych and to furtheY a more speciHC

inve$tigation,1ast year we concentyated on the role oftyansparency in

the everyd丑y life of childyen. This yeay we've concentrated on the

Way$ that children yelate to tools. vve observed how the ch11dyerfs

Curiosity and $ensibilities are expTessed and developed through thi$

yelationship

There are many kinds and vayietie$ of to01$ in the kindeygayten

Space. sometimes the childyen use these various tools according to

theiy mtended use' and sometimesthey use them in completely new

and di什erent ways. sometimes they also create nevv tools that

陀Semble othersthat existin Teality The mind ofeach child is enTiched

by a11these vahous W丑ys of relatlng to tools, and the yelationships

between the childyen themselves aTe also byoadened at the same

tlrne.

Ouy investigation extends from the many examples compiled in

this bU11etin. Each and every example i$ of deep interest to us. Each

One yepTesents a lively thumbnail sketch of a given moment m the

eveyyday life ofthe children. The teaching sta什 tTies to dravv out the

ChildYerfs ambltions and promote their gYowth by ca『efU11y observing

their specific actiⅥtles、 yesponding to theiy need$ with a Yesolute

acceptance of each child's behaⅥOur and emotions, and answering a

given situation vvlth vvhatevey asslstay'1Ce or direction is appropTiate.

ThosereadingthisTeseaychbU11etinwi11Surelyseehowthe teacheys

endeavouyto inspire and promote shoMng an mquirmg mind and

Yesourcefulness in daily life. ourresearch is further enyiched vvhen we

receive youy opinions、 cyitiques and suggestions.

NakamuyaToshinao, Kindergaytenprindpal
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1. Aboutthis research

Research theme: childTeη's inqui貞ng rniηd and usabili切゛in life

1) Research method010gy

2) Encountering the keyword :tools

3) Mmat aTe tools ?
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Ch11dren s mqulrlng mind and usability ln life

Π. The T'elatiorlship betweeれ Childl'en and tools ■●■■●■■●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●■●

1} Holding lt
'、Ne are 作rehghte門!'_"cleaning 噸th a deck bTush like the oldeT childyen'/Le誕 be carpenteTS'

Comrnents: Holding k

2) Tryingn out
'POU『ing W丑teT','C010ured wate亡"Making Bubbles','Fa11en Leaves',"Tangerine Harvest','Mey l do this?'

Comrnents: Trying lt out

3) choosing andusing
'Making Tran$feT picture$'.'DTa岫ng orl a R0Ⅱ of papeT'、"Making Magic powder'.

'Discovering the unique properti邑S of a caYdboard Box cutter".'preP3γing Food"

Comments: choosingandU引ng

4) putting lt To use
"caTt onwheel$",'Laying Dowrla Board Fir$t","carrying buckets by hanging them on abamboo pole".

"AryaT"1gmg our cooking uten$ils"."Hayvestmg plurn$'

Comments: puttmg lt To use

5) Makingand using
'Make 5Ci5SOT50ut ofthi5!"、'when vve Fa5tened Handles on cardboaTd BoxeS{、ι'sem加ishop Keeper

"The 始Naki『nachine'

Comments: Makiれg and using
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With the i『nage ofthe Yelation between to01$ and the child a$ OUTternplate、

We 地flected upon childTen's i"quiying mmd and usability in life

1) About、'TO0IS"

2) whatwe sawwhen we observed the relationship between child and to01

3) consideHngthe yeseaT'ch theme "children'sinquiHng mind andusabiliw'in life"

thl'oughob$eTvationofinteTactionsbetween children andtools

4) Future issues
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Closing words

At last me cornpilation of our 2013 resea忙h bU11etin is cornplete Thls is the Yecoyd ofthe kindeTgarter1 5ta什

Whose heartswere captivatedbysigんtofthech11dren who vve havewatched ove『.$upported, endenjoyedour

time with-irnmeTsed in play

Throughout out caTe days Mth 小e children we kept the key phTases 'exploration' and 'utilizatioT'1' in our

minds、 and this ls how the theme of 2012,"transparenw' and t卜lis year's theme,'tools" occurred to us. when

如ols became a focustopic foY us duHng caye hoU門,iΠ5t己nces of childTeT'1discovetingju$t 小e thing theyvvanted

SPTangint0Ⅵewonea什eranother. HavingafocalpointCト、anged theweywe perceived thecNldren'$ play. Daily

We expeTienced thatisvvhere 小e value oheseaYch lies

111i$ year we had 邑Xtensive 陀novations golng on thToughoutthe kindeygarten. we cayried on 噸th scho011廿e

as U5Ua1噸th Tenovation$ proceeding a feVゾ Toorns at a tirne day after day a$小e children played,theTe was

ConstTuction going on ne己rby.

Sometimes the noise and the ⅥbTations startled the cNldyen. and although the陀 Vvere many di什icult

moments,iti$ al$o krue thatit was a pTiceless experience.1thiηk there i$ an intimate conT"1ectlon betweerl what

Vve leamed inthisyeaT'sre$eatchth『ougy、小e噸ndowofthe keyword'to015" and the fad that manypart$ ofthe

kindergaYten vvere under construction, con$truction sites are treasuTe troves oftools. seeing the construction

VVOTker$ walking about M小 10ts of tools hanging frorn their belts. they kind oflooked like heroes.1think the

Children likely saW 小ern that way.too

There is a topic fTom our research confeyences that sti11 Concems me. Tんat is, vvherl uslng tools be小n$ to

Pique 小e children's mterest and they try out a greater va『iety of things.it often happens that conve門ely, the

e什icacy fa11$. FOT exarnple. vvhen a child is ha゛ng fun g己theTing leave$ Mth a $ma11rake.they rnlghttγιen start

tTying to do it 噸th two-a Take m each hand. Even thoug卜lmey could clearly gath引 far moTe leaves by usiれg

th邑iy b且γe hands,they 噸11 Continue to u$e the two r3kes to do it_1freflected upon clmica11y、thls mey seem like

things aTe rn0Ⅵng m a negative diTection, buu carft help butthmk thattheye is a Yea11y irnpoTtant meanmg in

the feeliれg the childTen seem to exhibit of sirnply not beiれg able to Tesi5t U5ing the rakes,"1Vvantto carTy out my

Idea by using sometNng, notjust ゛んth my own hands':1t's exdting to obseTve the childyerlso eれgroS5ed in that,

ItYnakes us wantto take ouTtime aT"1d rea11y think about whatit Ynearls to thE child『en to have this kind offeeling.

Thi5time also、 wemtroduce imagesofthe childyenatplaythTough小ephotogTaph$takenbyM9. Hawabe、 By

making use of photograP卜15,the entire teachlng sta什 Was able to share in the thingsthe childTen exP陀S$ed Mth

gestures end expTessions as we11a5 the atrno$phere thatthe entirety ofthe scene emits;tl'1isis how ourresearch

Progre$$ed, BypubⅡ$hi"g lots of photographsinthe bU11etin' we hope 小atthe heshness 0什hechildrerfs playis

Communiceted. plea5e, by a11mean$. do shaye youTthoughtS 丑nd opmions Mth us,

FinaⅡy, we wantto express ouT gratitude to p『ofessor HarnaguchiJunko and professoT cyobu lkuko oft"is

UniveTsity'S DepaYtrnent of cNld studies foTtheirleade門hip, and al$o t0 小e children who togethey builtsuch a

nch daily expenence Mth u$、 a$ we11to the廿 guaTdians

Miyasato Akerni, Kindergartenvice pTlncipal
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